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About the team
The CCoM project is led by Sarah Crafter
(Open University) and Rachel Rosen
(University College London).
They are joined by five co-investigators: Elaine
Chase (University College London), Ravi Kohli
(University of Bedfordshire), Ellie Ott (Centre
for Evidence and Implementation), Evangelia
Prokopiou (University of Northampton), Helen
Stalford (University of Liverpool). We are also
assisted by Kamena Dorling who is a
consultant with expertise in children’s rights.
Project researchers are Lucy Leon (University
College London), Veena Meetoo (University
College London) and Sayani Mitra (The Open
University).
You can read more about the team by going to
our CCoM website.
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Introduction
This is the second report for the Children
Caring on the Move (CCoM) project. Our first
report coincided with the beginning of the
Covid-19 pandemic. At that time, we had no
idea that the turbulence it caused would last
for so long. However, Covid-19 has not been
the only challenge to us conducting our
research with separated child migrants. The
wider socio-political backdrop includes evertightening border controls which our research
and public reports suggest are also affecting
unaccompanied asylum-seeking children
arriving in England.
Moreover, it has been suggested that the
introduction of the new Nationality and Borders
Bill means that migrant children will be at a
higher risk of exploitation, rather than subject
to better protections. It has been argued that
the Bill does nothing to address long delays in
decisions making about asylum claims and
that the age assessment clause will see more
children classed as adults and prevent them
from receiving the care they are entitled to. In
sum, there are concerns that the Nationality
and Borders Bill will deepen child protection
issues that have already been stretched by
covid-19.
In the face of this difficult and uncertain
context, CCoM team members have done a
remarkable job collecting data under difficult
circumstances. This is an ongoing process,
and we have simultaneously begun analysing
the rich material we have generated. In this
report, we provide an update on what we have
achieved so far. This includes some creative
methodological approaches to collecting our
data!

Throughout the year we have regularly met as
a full team and also within our respective work
packages (see previous reports for a
description). Since our last report, our team
activities have included a thematic analysis
sessions where we explored ‘Value and values
of and in care’, ‘Transition, rupture, and
liminality in care’ and ‘Decolonising accounts
of childhood migrancy’. These themes enabled
the teams to think through the value placed on
care through monetization, the quality of care,
and how ‘care’ has multiple meanings in
practice. During discussions of transition, the
team reflected on the instability brought about
by waiting for asylum status decisions. Even
so, those who are granted leave to remain can
feel like they sit outside of the taken-forgranted or generalised understandings of what
a ‘normal’ transition to adulthood should look
like or feel like. Discussions about
decolonizing led to reflections about our own
practices, an effort to sensitise ourselves as to
how we might be reproducing colonising
discourses. We took the time to think about
our own language and practices within the
project.
Alongside updates and shared literature
reading, the full team began to think about
ongoing and future dissemination plans. In
particular, we focused on reaching out to nonacademic audiences. You can read more
about the dissemination activities achieved so
far towards the end of this report. As we move
forward, the work package teams are
beginning to engage in an in-depth analysis of
the data.
We look forward to updating you again
towards the end of the project.
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Work Package 1: Separated child migrants’
care relationships and caring practices

talking about how care can be undermined by
the precarity of immigration status.

The team: Rachel Rosen, Evangelia
Prokopiou, Veena Meetoo, Lucy Leon, Elaine
Chase

For the second interview, one of the teams
asked participants to share ‘a day in their life’
through videos, photos, voice notes, and text.
In the interviews we speak about the way that
young people spend their days, which
provides insights into everyday activities as
well as infrastructures, barriers, and facilitators
of care. We also catch glimpses of caring
encounters or times when care is experienced
as lacking. One of the teams also uses
photography as a method, but they ask
participants to take pictures of things they care
for, or care about. Participants have shared
photographs looking out of their windows,
speaking to us about the feeling of
indeterminate waiting for their immigration
status to be settled – feelings that have been
exacerbated by Covid. They have shared
images of inspiring quotes that they read to
themselves to maintain a sense of hope and
inspiration in this context. They have shared
images of books they are reading, games they
play, and videos they watch as ways of
keeping occupied, teaching themselves, and
connecting with others. Some have shared
messages they have written to those they care
about – messages of appreciation, concern,
and connection.

At the time we wrote the last project report, we
were in the early stages of redesigning our
research approach. The Covid-19 pandemic
and subsequent stay at home rules meant that
our carefully planned, in-person research with
separated child migrants had to be
redesigned. Since then, our team has been
busy carrying out research online and inperson, as well as beginning to analyse what
we are finding out.
We now have carried out a total of 55
interviews with 32 young people in two major
cities. The majority of these interviews have
been online. The interviews are led by a
Young Researcher, and they are joined by a
university-based member of the team. Most
participants have been interviewed alone, but
some have preferred to do a group interview
or to only be interviewed by a university-based
researcher.
With each young person, we aim to do 2-3
interviews over a 6-12 month period. For the
first interview, we ask participants to bring an
object that means ‘care’ to them. Young
people have brought telephones and
computers, focusing on the importance of
these devices for communicating with those
they care for, gaining knowledge which is an
act of self/collective care, and storing care
memories (e.g., photos). Others have brought
memorabilia from people they care about
including messages scratched on small pieces
of paper, as well as money, jewellery, or other
objects given to them by loved ones. Some
young people have also brought important
papers related to their immigration status. For
them, the papers represent how important
status is to access care support or as a way of

As Covid restrictions have lifted, the teams
have begun conducting walking interviews.
These are important in terms of ensuring
safety in the context of an ongoing pandemic
and to hear, see, and be with young people in
the spaces where they spend time. These
interviews start from a place chosen by the
participant and are often long and informal
conversations with a purpose. We have found
that walking produces a sense of moving
alongside each other – a form of synchronicity
that is very welcome after so many two
dimensional zoom encounters. Spaces also
jog different memories and narratives. For
example, we have heard about young people’s
moments of arrival in the local authority, about
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their relief and then often frustration with the
formal care system, and the importance of
fleeting and serendipitous encounters, some of
which lead to long term connections. It is often
these stories of care, found in the unexpected
places, which young people say keeps them
going and which they try to reciprocate with
individuals and with newly arrived young
people.
An important part of each interview includes
reflecting on what we have learned from the
participant and about the methodology we use.
For instance, while most of the Young
Researchers want to lead the interview, they
have shared that there are moments that can
be triggering or difficult. However, they are
very aware that they do not want to make
things difficult or harder for the participant. We
have developed ways of signalling moments
when the university-based researcher should
step in to lead, or when it is important to offer
a break. In many cases, interviews last for 2-3
hours.
In early Spring 2021, our team was invited by
the journal Sociological Research Online to
contribute a creative piece about our research.
We took up the challenge as a way to start
thinking about and sharing what we were
learning in more depth. We agreed that we
wanted to make a film to share
unaccompanied young people’s experiences
‘the system’ in the UK. This is a tangled web of
institutions, policies and individuals who are
meant to care for children on the move, but
often do not. We wanted to show how similar
many people’s experiences are, at the same
time as showing that each young person has
their own complex and unique story.
To make the film, we discussed what we were
learning from the interviews and the sorts of
issues that we thought were important to
highlight. We thought back to the interviews
we had done which had affected us or stuck
with us – either because of the hauntingly
poetic language and metaphors used by the

participants or because of the nature of the
story reflected key points young people are
dealing with as they navigate the UK’s welfare
and migration regimes.
Once we agreed on key themes, the
university-based researchers went through the
transcripts to find quotes which we had
discussed or reflected these themes. The
Young Researchers then selected quotes and
‘revoiced’ them for them film. We did this to
preserve anonymity. But this was a profound
experience as we got to know the stories of
the participants more deeply and noticed
different things in their retelling.
We then used smart phones to record short
clips of everyday life which symbolised the
powerful words of the participants. We worked
with director Louis Brown from East London
Cable to turn this into a 13-minute film: Stories
too big for a case file: Unaccompanied young
people confront the hostile environment (see
more detail below). We launched the film in a
public event and continue to present it to
different groups (at universities, youth groups,
and so on) and have made it freely available
for people to view. We have had interest from
social workers and foster care teams across
the country, and we hope the film offers an
opportunity to explore and think about their
practice – from the perspective of
unaccompanied young people.
As we move into the final year of the project,
we are continuing to interview young people,
but we are primarily focusing on doing more
in-depth data analysis and dissemination. This
will involve training in data analysis methods
and opportunities to share and explore
multiple ways of thinking together about what
we have learned. As many of the Young
Researchers comment, taking part in this
research is an act of care, motivated by a
desire to make a difference and change the
system for the better.
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Work Package 2 (WP2): Adult stakeholders’
perspectives on care relationships and
practices
The team: Sarah Crafter, Sayani Mitra, Ravi
Kohli, Ellie Ott
In our last project report, we were at a very
early stage of our WP2 data collection. Since
then, our team has continued interviewing a
range of adults who are connected with
separated child migrants in both professional
and non-professional capacities. We have
asked ourselves questions about what care
means for adult stakeholders; spanning those
who have fleeting contact to those who are
deeply invested in young people’s lives.
We have conducted 74 semi-structured
interviews with adult stakeholders working
directly or indirectly with the separated child
migrants. 64 interviews have focused on
investigating the questions developed as part
of WP2. Our aim was to capture their
understandings and experiences of care
practices and caring relationships with
separated child migrants. Our interview
questions focused on examining the
interviewee’s background, their broad
experience of caring for separated child
migrants and their role in their lives; the
interviewee’s own understandings of care,
care relationships and caring practices; how
care changes over time; their views on the
wider economic, social and political priorities
and challenges that influences their ‘care’ and
support practices.
There were an additional 10 interviews which
were carried out utilising some of the
questions from WP2, combined with questions
from WP3, which will be discussed in the next
section.
For ethical reasons we have developed a
broad set of descriptions for the range of adult
stakeholders that we interviewed. They include
Project Coordinators (in Education/Charity)
who oversee multiple projects in their settings.
We also interviewed Project Managers (in
Education/Charity, State Social Work, Arts in

Charity, NGO sectors) who tend to line mange
those who work directly with young people.
Other interviews took place with ‘Direct
workers’ (e.g., Charity advocates, state and
independent social workers, foster carers,
educators, paediatricians and educators), who
are those who have direct and regular contact
with young people. Other stakeholders
covered areas such as mental
health/therapy (working in NGO settings),
interpreters, immigration lawyers and border
force.
Unfortunately, there were some sectors that
we struggled to make contact with, particularly
across healthcare and informal care
connections. Some of these challenges reflect
the difficult of conducting research during the
Covid pandemic.
At this point, we have carried out a broad
thematic analysis of our data. Our initial
analysis suggests four key themes: a)
Affective labour or emotions, b) Plugging the
gaps, c) Care relationships and practices, and
d) Barriers and facilitators to care.
a) ‘Affective labour or emotions’ refer to the
personal and emotional burden reported by
the adults about their practice as well as
the burdens they recognise are shouldered
by young people. Under this theme, we
also have codes that relate to adult
perspectives about: young people’s
capacity to care; young people
experiencing a loss of care due to losing a
support person, travel partner, losses back
home or structural changes in their
transition to adulthood; as well as the care
that they receive with support from their
community.
b) ‘Plugging the gaps’ refer to those actions of
the adult stakeholders or young people that
involve going above and beyond their
professional duty or structurally entrusted
roles.
c) ‘Care relationships and practices’ was a
large theme that encompassed meanings
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of care and examples of care. Codes within
this theme refer to young people’s care of
each other as an act of solidarity or
friendship; trusting relationships and what
they might look like; descriptions of material
care (i.e. the act of providing basic care to
meet basic needs like food, shelter, safety);
the care connections or disconnections
forged between adults and young people;
the act of understanding and empathetic
listening; practising care as ‘family-like’;
adult-stakeholders’ accounts using their
own insider knowledge/status; and adults
talking about their part in young people’s
successes.
d) The theme ‘Barriers and facilitators to care’
refers to the range of difficulties and
challenges faced by adult stakeholders,
and their descriptions of challenges facing
young people. These include adult
stakeholders’ struggles or burdens due to
demands of particular roles and
responsibilities; their struggles with
professional boundaries; systemic barriers
and tensions created by state policies; the
impact of multi-professional working;
reference to language as a barrier; adult
stakeholders taking on the role of policing
young people; young people feeling stuck,
insecure and uncertain being immobilised
by the system; role played by
resources/money or lack of it; the impact of
professionals’ past experiences as well as
the present time on care of the young
people; professional’s perceptions and
misperceptions about childhood, age,
family, role, and care; the impact of the
pandemic on young people; and cultural
assumptions, prejudices, and sensitivities
discussed or practiced by adults.
Over the coming year, we plan to enhance our
thematic analysis with a detailed discourse
analysis of parts of our data. We will be
disseminating our findings at both academic
and non-academic forums as well as through
reports, articles, and blogs.
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WP3: The ‘cultural political economy’ of
care for and by separated child migrants
The team: Rachel Rosen, Sayani Mitra, Helen
Stalford, Kamena Dorling
As part of Work Package 3 (WP3), we study
how the political economy of care (i.e. law,
public and policy discourses, and the
distribution and organisation of public funding
and other financial resources) shapes the way
care of separated child migrants is
understood, valued, and practiced.
We have focused in on these larger questions
by examining the case of (semi)independent
accommodation. We decided on this focus for
two reasons: many of the separated child
migrants involved in WP1 of our study were
living in semi-independent accommodations
and previous research indicates they are overrepresented in these types of accommodation
in comparison to other children. Previous
research on semi-independent
accommodation has reported that
unaccompanied asylum-seeking children
make up only 6% of all looked-after children,
but 43% of those living independently and
36% of those living in semi-independent
accommodation (Greatbatch & Tate, 2020).
We set out to understand the reasons for their
possible over-representation in
(semi)independent accommodation and the
implications and impact. While previous
research has tended to focus on comparing
outcomes between foster care and
(semi)independent accommodation, we felt it
was important to add to this literature by
investigating what various stakeholders think
about this type of provision, their relationship
to it including how and why they are involved,
as well as what they see as the strengths and
challenges of the sector. Importantly, we also
focus on the ways such accommodation is
organised and structured (e.g.,
privatised/public, for-profit / non-for-profit, and
unregulated) as being crucial to understanding
the limitations and possibilities of the support
on offer.

To date, we have interviewed 11 semiindependent providers (owners and
managers); 7 local authority staff from
children’s services as well as placement and
commissioning teams; 3 third sector workers;
and 7 national-level strategic leaders – all of
whom are directly involved in
(semi)independent accommodation. Our
interviews cover stakeholders’ experiences of
working at or with (semi)independent
accommodations; the nature, size, location,
and staffing of these accommodations; types
of organisations providing this
accommodation; financial status and
imperatives; perspectives on current policy;
placement process; nature of support received
in these accommodations; and opportunities
and challenges faced by separated child
migrants living in semi-independent
accommodation, among others. We conducted
a further 10 interviews with local authority staff
from children’s services using questions
crossing over our WP3 and WP2 interview
schedules, with a focus on placement process
and perspectives on (semi)independent
accommodation. In addition, we examined
online documents to analyse the background
of the organisations providing accommodation;
the local and regional framework agreements
that they are part of; and the national and local
policy that shapes their operation. We are in
the early stages of analysing the interview
data using NVivo to organise the data into
descriptive codes, prior to thematic and
discourse analysis. For this we have been
joined by Noor Al Hashemi, an intern in her
final year of the BSc Social Sciences degree
at UCL.
Our team used early findings to prepare four
policy briefings / responses to consultations
about unaccompanied children and
care/support. In the upcoming year, we will be
focusing on further analysing the data and
sharing our findings. We are also conducting
further interviews with central government
policy makers and people with strategic roles
in migration and children’s support services at
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local and national levels. These wider
interviewers will contribute a broader picture to
the dynamic context that shapes the
experiences of separated child migrants.

12

Communications, impacts and
engagements
During the second year of this study, our team
have continued to share regular updates of our
activities through the project website: Children
Caring on the Move. A blog has been a regular
output, and since September 2020, there have
been 7 new blog posts written by Young
Researchers and university-based team
members.
One of our key events of 2021 was the launch
of a short film Stories too big for a case file:
Unaccompanied young people confront the
hostile environment. The screening was
followed by an extremely interesting Q&A with
the some of the young people who helped
create the film and the academic research
team. 156 people joined the online event and
you can see the film through the link above on
our website as well as a guide for viewing it.
Contributions to policy consultations
Our CCoM WP3 team also made several
contributions to calls to evidence on care
review and enquiries. They include:

Academic Outputs:
Over the second year of CCoM, the team have
successfully published and submitted the
findings from the project to several peerreviewed journals and books. These include
the article by Rachel Rosen Participatory
research in and against time published in
Qualitative Research, 2021 and an article by
Sarah Crafter, Rachel Rosen, and Veena
Meetoo: Precarious care and (dis)connections:
Adults working with separated child migrants
in England and their understandings of care,
published in International Perspectives in
Psychology, 2021.
Some of CCoM’s team members - Rachel
Rosen, Sarah Crafter, Elaine Chase and
Sayani Mitra (along with Valentina Glockner) are co-editing a book entitled ‘Crisis for
Whom? Critical global perspectives on
childhood, care, and migration’. The book is
due to be published in 2022 by UCL press.
This edited volume builds on the team’s series
of international symposia which brought
together scholars, practitioners, and activists
in dialogue around these core themes. The
fully bilingual English-Spanish book spans
diverse geographical contexts, engages
readers through artistic and texts, and draws
on academic, professional, and artistic
insights, as well as those from young migrants
themselves.

-

Briefing note for Baroness Tyler of
Enfield: Debate on the Care Planning,
Placement and Case Review (England)
(Amendment) Regulations 2021 (SI
2021/161)

-

Submission to the Children’s Social Care
Review Call for Evidence

The team has also disseminated some of the
ongoing findings from the project at various
academic and public engagement events.

-

Submission to the Education Select
Committee Inquiry into Children’s Homes

In 2021, CCoM’s co-PI Rachel Rosen gave the
following talks:

-

UN Committee on the Rights of the Child
Consultation on Children’s Rights and
Alternative Care

- Save the Children to speak at their
Lunchtime talks, ‘How should Save the
Children UK depict children?’.
- British Sociological Association’s Annual
Conference, ‘Waiting for the future? Childhood
and alternative futures on the move’ .

13

- Fourth biennial Contemporary Childhood
Conference at School of Education keynote
lecture, ‘Life on the borders of time and space:
Reflections from childhoods in precarious
migrancy’, University of Strathclyde.
- Youth Mobility Webinar Series in UCL’s
Global Youth Centre Between waithood and
alternative futures: children and young people
on the move at (online), University College
London.
In 2021, CCoM’s co-PI Sarah Crafter gave the
following talks:
Keynote lecture for the launch of the Open
Psychology Research Centre, ‘Contestation at
the borderlands between migration, childhood
and care: An exploration of child language
brokers and lone child migrants’, The Open
University.
Professorial Inaugural lecture Children of
migration as brokers of ‘care’, The Open
University.

Engaging with our Advisory Group
members
From the inception of the project, the team has
been concerned to generate outputs that can
be useful for unaccompanied young people,
practitioners, and policymakers along with
generating new academic insights. In the past
year, we had two Advisory Group meetings.
Our Advisory Group members have played an
important part in offering suggestions for
further points of investigation as well as ways
to draw on findings to potentially inform policy
and practice. Individual members have helped
us with making connections with potential
participants and are currently feeding into
future stakeholder’s dissemination events for
next year.
We also showed our short film Stories too big
for a case file: Unaccompanied young
people confront the hostile environment to
our advisory group members before its official
screen launch to get their feedback. The film
generated complex and important discussions
about how the film might be interpreted.
Overall, the members applauded the films’
successful centring of young people’s stories
and depiction of young people as creative,
active, and reflexivity to offer a story about and
of care.
For latest updates on our research, please
follow our Twitter account @CCoMstudy and
we will soon be launching an Instagram site.

